InfoMiracles 
Of The 
Noble Qur’an 


Volume 1 
Revised Edition 


MOHAMMAD 
MANDURAH 


InfoMiracles Of 
The Noble Qur’an 


Volume 1 


Revised Edition 


(Synopsis) 


Mohammad Mandurah 


Copyright © 2022 by Mohammad M. Mandurah 

All rights reserved. This book or any portion thereof may not be reproduced or 
used in any manner whatsoever without the publisher’s express written 
permission except for the use of brief quotations in a book review. 


Revised Edition, 2022. 


In the Name of Allah, 
The Most Merciful, 
The Most Compassionate 


Notes 


1) There are numerous translations of the Qur’an into English (more than 50.) In 
this book, the translation of the Qur’anic verses is mainly taken from the following 
translations: 


(A) Asad, Muhammad (1980) - The Message of Islam. 


(H) Al-Hilali, M.D. & M.M. Khan (1997) - Translation of the Meanings of the 
Noble Qur’an. 


(M) Maududi, S.A. (1972) - Tafhim-ul-Qur'an: The Meaning of the Qur’an, 
Islamic Publications. 


(P) Pickthal, Marmaduke (1930) - Meanings of Holy Qur'an in English. 


(Sh) Shakir, M.H. (1974) - The Holy Quran. English Translation of the 
Meanings. 


2) The translation by Maududi is adopted as the default translation. If another 
source is used, the codes (A), (H), (P), or (Sh) are put next to the verse to indicate 
the source of the translation. 


3) Some translators translate ‘4 into ‘Allah’, and some translate it into ‘God.’ 


The two words ‘Allah’ and ‘God’ are considered synonyms and are used 
interchangeably. 
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Preface 


38% oh Jb jaa MB (545 Cabal! Nahe Jal OS sl SH} 
(109 igs {le Abas Lia gly i calals 


Say: ‘If the sea were to become ink to record the Words 
of my Lord, indeed the sea would be all used up before 
the Words of my Lord are exhausted, and it would be the 
same even if We were to bring an equal amount of ink.’ 
(18:109). 


It is a divine law that when God sends a prophet to people, He sends with 
him miracles to prove his prophethood. All the prophets before Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him, henceforth PBUH) performed ‘Physical 
Miracles.’ Such miracles involved physical objects that can be seen and/or 
touched. It is generally believed that Moses (PBUH), for example, performed 10 
major miracles, whereas Jesus (PBUH) performed 37 miracles. 


Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) also performed physical miracles, but his main 
miracle was the Qur’an. The Qur’an is a book of information; it is rich with 
knowledge and wisdom. So, when we say that the Qur’an is a miracle, it implies 
that the Qur’an is an information-based miracle. Physical miracles, however, are 
more discernable than information-based miracles. The effect of a physical 
miracle, such as changing a stick into a snake, raising the dead, or curing the sick, 
is convincing and immediate. Everyone can grasp it and appreciate it. 


To discern an information-based miracle, on the other hand, requires higher 
levels of intellect and mentality. The unbelievers at the time of the Prophet 
(PBUH) demanded that he performed to them some major physical miracles to 
convince them. In Verses 17:90-93, we read: 


58H ie 5 JAI ed AGS (90) \& 538 Cz! Gyo Ll 5885 Ls AT Go gh ol plld 9} 
\ (92) Shad ASDA 5 aly (15 3} WS Lisle Cue 3S stall Laud J (91) Madi GIS 331 
cei Class 855 3h GUS Lule O58 is AB) Go oly cle Gb La SI HS oe SAMOS 
(93-90 lI) {.(93) Vgwy 1523 VY) Gus a 
90. They said: ‘We shall not accept your Message until you cause a spring to 
gush forth for us from the earth. 
91. Or that there be a garden of palms and vines for you and then you cause 
rivers to abundantly flow forth through them. 
92. Or cause the sky to fall on us in pieces as you claimed, or bring Allah and 
the angels before us, face to face. 
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93. Or that there come to be for you a house of gold, or that you ascend to 
the sky — though we shall not believe in your ascension (to the sky) — until 
you bring down a book for us that we can read.’ Say to them, (O 
Muhammad): ‘Holy is my Lord! Am | anything else than a human being, who 
bears a Message (from Allah) ?’ 


But Allah is the Omniscient, the All-Wise; He knows that humanity has 
matured enough to assimilate information-based miracles. He instructs His 
messenger to tell the unbelievers that the Qur’an is the sign and miracle from 
Allah. In Verses 29:50-51, we read: 


L331 Ul agdS alai (50) Gad 585 UI Lely dtl die GLY) Ll 8 459 Gs GUI ade D3 Vol 1 li} 
(51-50 © sSiall) (51) Gsies a sil Us S35 den gl ab 68 U agale Us Gust! chile 
50. They say: ‘Why were Signs from his Lord not sent down upon him?’ Say: 
‘The Signs are only with Allah. As for me, !am no more than a plain warner.’ 
51. Does it not suffice for them (as a Sign) that We revealed to you the Book 
that is recited to them? Surely there is mercy and good counsel in it for 
those who believe. 


There exists a considerable amount of literature (mostly in Arabic) that 
discusses literary, scientific, prophetic, and legislative miracles in the Qur’an. The 
literary miracles in the Qur’an have been the subject of intensive study for the 
last twelve centuries. However, even though the Qur’an is a book of information, 
the concept of an ‘information-based’ miracle (or an InfoMiracle) does not exist 
in the literature. 


A verse in the Qur’an could be an InfoMiracle or could point to an InfoMiracle 
if it is shown that Muhammad could not have produced the information content 
in the verse and that the information had to come through a divine channel. Many 
people in this world still have questions about the existence of God, and they have 
doubts about Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) being a true prophet and the last 
prophet of God. The existence of InfoMiracles in the Qur’an proves three things: 

I. The existence of God, 
Il. That the Qur’an is the words of God, and 
Ill. The prophethood of Muhammad. 


A careful reading of the Qur’an and an initial survey of the literature unveiled 
more than 300 possible InfoMiracles. An even deeper search could raise that 
figure to more than 400. If only two pages were allotted to each InfoMiracle, then 
discussing all of them in one volume would require more than 800 pages. It is 
opted, therefore, to make the book a multi-volume one. 


For this volume, Volume 1, 186 InfoMiracles are selected. These InfoMiracles 
are then classified into 13 classes: 
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Properties of the Qur’an. 
Theology. 

Moral values. 

Scientific. 

Prophecies. 

Recounting past events. 
Legislation. 

Philosophy and psychology of religion. 
Literary. 

10. Omission of misinformation. 
11. Correction of misinformation. 
12. Universal and cosmic laws. 
13. Numerical and statistical. 


OO IDO Re ONS 


Researching and writing this book about the miracles of the Qur’an has been 
a very enlightening experience for me. This Volume is the first report on a 
continuing exploration and discovery journey. 


Enjoy reading, and May Allah blesses you. 
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1- Introduction 


1.1 Prophets and Miracles: 


A ‘Miracle’ is defined in the Merriam-Webster Dictionary as an extraordinary 
event manifesting divine intervention in human affairs. It is also defined as an 
extremely outstanding or unusual event, thing, or accomplishment. 


All the great prophets performed miracles to prove their prophethoods. 
Moses, for example, performed many miracles, such as: changing a staff into a 
serpent, changing the color of his hand, and parting the Red Sea. Jesus had his 
miracles as well. He spoke while still in the cradle, raised the dead, cured the sick, 
the blind, and the leper, and produced a table of food to feed thousands of 
people. Other prophets had miracles as well. 


All the above miracles are ‘Physical Miracles.’ They involved tangible physical 
objects. Those physical miracles had their greatest impact on the people who 
witnessed them firsthand. Those who did not witness the physical miracles 
firsthand may learn about them through oral or written accounts transmitted to 
them. The strength of the belief in these miracles depends on the strength of the 
belief in the sources that transmit the accounts of the miracles. If the sources are 
authentic and trustworthy, we usually believe that these miracles indeed 
happened. If, on the other hand, there are doubts in the sources, we tend to 
doubt the occurrence of these miracles. 


1.2 The Noble Qur’an: 


The Qur’an is the word of God that was revealed to Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH) via the archangel Gabriel. All the prophets before Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH) (e.g. Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, Jesus ...) received similar revelations, 
and many of them had Holy Books (scriptures) ascribed to them. 


The Qur’an is divided into 114 sections of varying lengths. These sections are 
each known in Arabic as surah (#) 5). Each surah carries a title that was given to 
it based on either the main theme of the surah, an important event that occurs in 
the surah, or a significant word that appears within it. 


Asurah consists of several verses each known as an ayah (44). The surahs are 
of different lengths; the longest surah is Surah #2 and it is composed of 286 ayahs. 
The shortest surahs are Surah #103, Surah #108, and Surah #110; each is made 
up of 3 ayahs only. The total number of verses in the Qur’an is 6236 ayahs. The 
written Qur’an in book form is called mus’haf (s+). 


The Qur’anic revelation came to the Prophet gradually (piece by piece) over 
the whole duration of his mission which extended over 23 years, i.e., between the 
years 609-632 CE. Some surahs, especially the short ones, were revealed in their 
entirety. Most of the long surahs, on the other hand, were revealed over several 
revelation sessions. A revelation may contain several ayahs that were later placed 
in the surahs following the Prophet’s instructions, not in chronological order of 
revelation, but according to how they were to be read by the Prophet and the 
believers. 


1.3 Revelation and Transmission of the Qur’an: 


Unlike all the previous scriptures, the Qur’an is the only scripture that has 
survived to this day in its original form without alteration or corruption. 
Therefore, the Qur’an is the sole scripture that contains the authentic words of 
God. Many factors enable the Qur’an to claim this status: 


1. The Qur’an is the only scripture that associates itself with a certain 
language. The language of the Qur’an is Arabic. It was revealed in Arabic, 
and it should be read and recited in Arabic. In the Qur’an we find 8 verses in 
different surahs specifying that Arabic is the language of the Qur’an: 


Verse 12:2, : 
(2 es 93) (. sled SEI Cig Ua sll Uy} 
We have revealed it as a Recitation in Arabic that you may fully 
understand." 


Verse 13:37, 
{5} 3 V5 col9 ce al Go cA Ls alall (yo Slee Le Sed abel gal CanSl Gils Lye LASA aL sl ASS 3} 
(37 2) 
And it is with the same directive that We revealed to you this Arabic 
Writ. Were you indeed to follow the vain desires of people after the true 
knowledge has come to you, none will be your supporter against Allah, 
and none will have the power to shield you from His punishment. 


Verse 20:113, eae 4 Par 
(113 44s) {.1553 pal Gand sl Gs abel uc gl Ge ad Lj Lge Uf alu pl as 


1 Unless otherwise specified, all translations of the Qur’an verses are from: Maududi, S.A. 
(1972) - Tafhim-ul-Qur‘an: The Meaning of the Qur’an, \slamic Publications. 
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(O Muhammad), thus have We revealed this as an Arabic Qur'an and 
have expounded in it warning in diverse ways so that they may avoid 
evil or become heedful. 


Verse 39:28, —— 
(28 3453) {6.583 abled ¢ 5¢ gh a8 Loe Ui} 
It is an Arabic Qur'an free of all crookedness so that they may guard 
against their evil end. 


Verse 41:3, 
(3 Chad) {6 sakes a fl a5e UIs BU) cited Cissy 
A Book whose verses have been well-expounded; an Arabic Qur'an for 
those who have knowledge. 


Verse 42:7, 
Mall 8 Goh Cu) Y adil ag aly els 025 call sl pall age UL! aul) Lis JI ails 9 
(7 Go sll) {. ytall A Gris 

And thus did We reveal this Arabic Qur'an to you that you may warn the 
people of the Mother of Cities (to wit, Makkah) and those who dwell 
around it; and warn them of the Day of Gathering concerning which 
there is no doubt: whereon some will be in Paradise, and some in the 
Blazing Fire. 


Verse 43:3, ; 
(3 483) (.Gsliad Sal oe Ulf ls UO) 
Verily We have made it an Arabic Qur'an that you may understand. 


And Verse 46:12. _ 
{.Gaimnall do p25 | pale Guill 5a) Ue Lal Gates GUS Nhe 5 Aaa 5 5 Lael (pe po CUS Al 0 5} 
(12 lis!) 
Yet before this, the Book was revealed to Moses as a guide anda 
mercy. This Book, which confirms it, is in the Arabic tongue to warn the 
wrong-doers and to give good tidings to those who do good. 


2. There are many translations of the meanings of the Qur’an in different 
languages, but these are not considered ‘translated Qur’an’, they are 
merely translations of the meanings of the Qur’an. What is meant by this is 
that when a Muslim recites the verses of the Qur’an in his prayers, he/she 
must recite them in Arabic, otherwise his prayers are not acceptable. Evena 
non-Arabic-speaking Muslim, he/she must memorize several surahs and 
verses from the Qur'an in Arabic to recite them in his prayers. 


3. The Arabic language in which the Qur’an was revealed more than 1400 
years ago is the same Arabic language that is in use today. Therefore, unlike 
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the Bible, the Qur’an never suffered from the alterations and corruptions 
associated with translating a text that was revealed in an old extinct 
language to an intermediate language; and then more translation(s) from 
the intermediate language(s) to modern languages. 


The Muslims around the Prophet (PBUH) (called Companions) used to 
memorize by heart the Qur’an as it was revealed. During the first 13 years 
of Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) mission, only a few of the people of 
Makkah followed him (several hundred). But, towards the end of his 
mission, Islam prevailed all over the Arabic Peninsula, and the number of 
Companions is estimated to have been over 100,000 Muslims. So, one can 
estimate the number of hafizoon by the time of the death of the Prophet 
(PBUH) (in 632CE) to be several thousand. 


The memorization and oral transmission of the Qur’an eliminated the 
problems associated with written texts, such as errors in writing, errors in 
copying, the similarity between some characters, fading of the ink, 
deterioration of the writing material, missing spaces that separate words, 
lack of diacritics, and lack of punctuation marks. 


The worshipping acts of Islam ensure that the Qur’an never fades in the 

memory of a Muslim. This includes the following: 

a) The Muslim is encouraged to read and recite the Qur’an regularly as an 
act of worship. A typical Muslim may read the whole Qur’an over one 
month, but more religious people or Muslim scholars usually read the 
whole Qur’an once every week (or even in less time). 

b) During the holy month of Ramadan, Muslims gather to perform two 
special prayers: the Taraweeh and the Tahajjud. The Taraweeh is 
performed after /sha prayer and is conducted during the whole month 
of Ramadan. Every night, one part (of thirty) of the Qur’an is recited 
during the Taraweeh, so the whole Qur’an is recited over the 30 days of 
the month. The other special prayer is the Tahajjud, and it is performed 
after midnight over the last ten days of the month. Some mosques 
recite the whole Qur’an in the Tahajjud prayers, but most of the 
mosques manage to recite only one-third or one-half of it 


The critical period for the survival of a prophet’s teachings and the scripture 
revealed upon him is the first few years after his death. If the followers of 
the prophet are strong, they could preserve his teachings; if, on the other 
hand, they are weak and, on the run, the prophet’s teachings could be 
suppressed and corrupted. Unlike many prophets before him, Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) accomplished his mission 100%. By the time of his 
death, Islam was well established, and almost all the inhabitants of the 
Arabian Peninsula accepted Islam. In fact, in the thirty years following the 
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10. 


11. 


death of the Prophet (PBUH), Muslim armies were conquering the 
neighboring nations, and Islam witnessed its greatest expansion. Thus, the 
enemies of Islam at that time had no chance to corrupt the Qur’an. 


The Qur’an was preserved in writing during the life of the Prophet (PBUH). 
Writing was not a common skill among the Arabs at that time. But every 
Companion of the Prophet who knew how to write used to write whatever 
he had memorized of the Qur’an on any available material to him: leather 
parchments, palm leaves, pieces of wood, animal bones, flat rocks as paper. 
So, it is a definite fact that by the time of the Prophet’s death, the Qur’an 
was recorded in writing on thousands of pieces of different writing 
materials.’ 


The Prophet selected many of his Companions and assigned them as his 
official scribes. Their task was to record the Qur’an in writing and to write 
the letters of the Prophet (PBUH) to other leaders. There are different 
accounts as to the number of those scribes but the estimates from different 
sources place their number between 43 to 65 scribes. 


Although the Qur’an existed in written form at the time of the Prophet 
(PBUH), the Muslims at that time did not need a written copy of the Qur’an 
in a single document for they used to recite the Qur’an from memory. The 
Qur’an in a single written document was done after the death of the 
Prophet (PBUH). 


The first compilation of the Qur’an in written form was done by the first 
Caliph, Abu Bakr Al-Siddiq whose reign lasted 2 years (11 H-13 H/632-634 
CE). He appointed Zaid bin Thabit (one of the official scribes of the 
Prophet,) to head a committee whose task was the compilation of the 
Qur’an and the production of a written version (mus’haf) of the Qur’an. The 
work started in Year 12 H (633 CE); i.e., in the following year after the death 
of the Prophet (PBUH). The committee’s task included collecting all the 
scattered recordings from the Companions of the Prophet (PBUH). The 
mus’haf was then reviewed and authenticated by the proficient hafizoon in 
Madina. This mus’haf was kept with Abu Bakr, the first Caliph. At that time 
there was no need to make copies of the written mus’haf because everyone 


2 Al-Azami, M.M. (2003) - The History of The Qur‘anic Text from Revelation to 
Compilation; a Comparative Study with the Old and New Testaments, UK Islamic 
Academy. 
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12. 
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recited the Qur’an from memory as there were numerous Hafizoon in 
society. After the death of Abu Bakr, the mus’haf was transferred to Umar 
bin al-Khattab, the second Caliph. After the death of Umar, the mus’haf was 
kept with Hafsah bint Umar, the daughter of Umar and one of the wives of 
the Prophet (PBUH). 


By the time of the reign of the third Caliph, Uthman bin Affan (23 H-35 
H/644-656 CE), Islam had reached North Africa and Central Asia, and many 
non-Arabs were embracing Islam. The need was finally felt for written 
copies of the Qur’an to ensure that the new Muslims read and recited the 
Qur’an properly without errors. Uthman requested Hafsah to send him the 
manuscript of the Qur’an which was in her safekeeping and ordered the 
production of several bounded copies. This task was entrusted to 4 of the 
prominent Companions: Zaid ibn Thabit, Abdullah ibn Az-Zubair, Sa’eed ibn 
Al-‘As, and Abdur-Rahman ibn Harith ibn Hisham. Upon the completion of 
their tasks (in 25 H/646 CE), Uthman returned the original manuscript to 
Hafsah. The copies of the mus’haf were again authenticated by the hafizoon 
in Madinah, and then they were sent to the major Islamic provinces. A copy 
of those masavhif (pl. of mus’haf) is what is known as The Uthmanic mus’haf 
(mus’haf of Uthman) and is the source of the mus’haf we have in our hands 
nowadays. Many people make a mistake by thinking that Uthman was the 
first person to compile the Qur’an in 25 H (646 CE); where in fact what 
Uthman did was generate copies of the mus’haf that was compiled by Abu 
Bakr in 12 H (633 CE), one year after the death of the Prophet (PBUH). 


One of the copies sent out by Caliph Uthmaan is still in existence today. It lies 
in the Museum of the City of Tashkent in Uzbekistan, Central Asia. This 
manuscript, held by the Muslim Board of Uzbekistan, is the earliest existent 
written copy of the Qur’an. In addition, a duplicate of the copy of the 
mus’haf sent to Syria exists in the Topkapi Museum in Istanbul. 


1.4 The Qur’an Is Prophet Muhammad’s Miracle: 


In the Qur’an, we find several verses informing us that the Qur’an is Prophet 


Muhammad's Miracle. It contains Allah’s religion that must be conveyed to all 
people. 


Verses 29:50-51, ; : 
53) UF gis als) (50) Saxe 528 UI Lally dbl Sie GUY) Lal) 8455 oe GUI ale Opel Vl 1 lly} 


(51-50 © ySiell) {.(51) Grsied a sl 5 835 Aang] a 4 Gy gale: Ql Gust! abe 
They say: “Why were Signs from his Lord not sent down upon him?” Say: 
“The Signs are only with Allah. As for me, !am no more than a plain 
warner.” Does it not suffice for them (as a Sign) that We revealed to you the 


Book that is recited to them? Surely there is mercy and good counsel in it for 
those who believe. 


In the above verse, the unbelievers asked the Prophet to show them signs 
(miracles) to prove his prophethood. Allah instructs His Prophet to tell those 
people that the Qur’an is the requested sign. 


Verse 42:7, 
Hal 6 pba Cad Y endl ad chy es cay cc all al pal age Ud au) Las I ai 
(7 Gost) {pial 68 Gots 
And thus did We reveal this Arabic Qur'an to you that you may warn the 
people of the Mother of Cities (to wit, Makkah) and those who dwell around 
it; and warn them of the Day of Gathering concerning which there is no 
doubt: whereon some will be in Paradise, and some in the Blazing Fire. 


Verse 42:52, 
BLES Gye dy sag 15 9h SUAS OSI 5 GLA V5 GUS Leg GK Le U pal Gs Ag cd) si ali 5} 
(52 Gos) { eslinvs Lal yuo Col) gagil Als Lale Os 

And thus, too, [0 Muhammad,] have We revealed unto thee a life-giving 
message, [coming] at Our behest. [Ere this message came unto thee,] thou 
didst not know what revelation is, nor what faith [implies]: but [now] We 
have caused this [message] to be a light, whereby We guide whom We will 
of Our servants: and, verily, [on the strength thereof] thou, too, shalt guide 
[men] onto the straight way. (A) 


Verse 10:108, 
Uh Leg gale Jace Ll ice yg dell (sags LAL Cowal ya a5 Gye GA! Sel 8 Gali Ladle OB} 
(108 Liss) {LS 5 Site 
Tell them (O Muhammad): 'Men! Truth has come to you from your Lord. 
Whosoever, then, follows the true guidance does so for his own good; and 
whosoever strays, his straying will be to his own hurt. |!am no custodian 
over you. 


The above three verses tell us that the Qur’an contains the message that 
must be conveyed to all people. It contains the teachings of the religion from 
Allah. 


The fact that the Qur’an is Prophet Muhammad’s miracle is further affirmed 
in the Sunnah. Hadith #4981 in Sahih al-Bukhari states the following: 

Narrated Abu Huraira: The Prophet said, Every Prophet was given miracles 

because of which people believed, but what | have been given, is Divine 


Inspiration which Allah has revealed to me. So | hope that my followers will 
outnumber the followers of the other Prophets on the Day of Resurrection.? 


1.5 InfoMiracles: 


1.5.1 Definition: 


An InfoMiracle in an Information-Based Miracle. It differs from a typical 
miracle. The basic component of an InfoMiracle is a piece of information that 
could not be obtained by a human except through a divine channel. 


InfoMiracles are not physical miracles. The information in an InfoMiracle can 
be processed and reprocessed at any time to discern its miraculous nature. Thus, 
InfoMiracles are not time-bound; they retain their effect and influence 
indefinitely. 


1.5.2 The Societal and Historical Settings: 


To understand the miraculous nature of the Qur’an, we need to look at the 
societal and historical settings of the period when the Qur’an was being revealed 
to the Prophet. At that time, at the beginning of the seventh century, there were 
no written books on history, science, or religion. The science of archaeology was 
not invented yet. Both Heliography, the ancient Egyptian writing, and Cuneiform, 
the ancient Sumerian writing, were not deciphered until the early nineteenth 
century. 


As the Qur’an was being revealed to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), there was 
no Arabic version of the Bible. There were only Hebrew, Greek, and Latin 
versions. A brief chronology of the Bible and the Qur’an is given in Table 1.1 
below. 


Table 1.1: Brief Chronology of the Bible and the Qur'an. 


90 CE Final canonization of the Hebrew Bible 

405 CE First translation of the Christian Bible from Greek into 
Latin (St. Jerome’s Vulgate) 

609-632 Revelation of the Qur’an to Prophet Muhammad 

CE (PBUH) 

867 CE The first Arabic Bible (Mt. Sinai Arabic Codex 151) 


3 https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4981 


1526 CE First translation of the Bible into English (William 
Tyndale’s Pentateuch) 
1611 CE King James (Authorized) Version of the Bible 


Most of the Arabs at that time (including Muhammad (PBUH)) were illiterate; 
very few of them could read or write their own language let alone other 
languages. It was thus impossible for anyone of them to have access to the Bible 
and to read it in Hebrew, Greek, or Latin. 


These societal and historical settings as described above made it difficult, if 
not impossible, for a human source to be the source of the information content 
in the Qur’an. 


1.5.3 Classes of InfoMiracles: 


There exists a considerable amount of literature (mostly in Arabic) that 
discusses literary, scientific, legislative, and prophetic miracles in the Qur’an. An 
InfoMiracle, however, has a wider meaning; it includes any piece of information 
that fulfills the definition of InfoMiracle. 


For this volume, 185 InfoMiracles have been selected. These InfoMiracles are 
then classified into 13 classes as shown in Fig. 1.1. A brief description of these 
classes is given below. 


Fig. 1.1: The 13 Classes of InfoMiracles 
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Properties of the Qur’an. This class of InfoMiracles is concerned with the 
distinctive properties of the Qur’an and its contents, such as the Qur’an’s 
unique genre, its objectives, its inimitability, its transmission, and its 
preservation. It is examined in Ch. 2. 


Theology. Theology is the systematic study of religious beliefs; it 
especially deals with religious epistemology. The development of 
theology requires high intellectual capabilities. Theologians usually 
possess wide knowledge in a myriad of knowledge domains such as 
theology, philosophy, sociology, history, and ethics. The Qur’an contains 
unique theology that is different from what is found in other scriptures. 
The miraculous nature of the Qur’anic theology is discussed in Ch. 3. 


Moral values. The Qur’an exhibits much higher ethical and moral values 
in comparison to what is found in other scriptures. The development of 
such moral standards requires superior intellectual capabilities that are 
beyond the capability of an illiterate person. This class of InfoMiracles is 
discussed in Ch. 4. 


Scientific facts. The Qur’an contains scientific facts that were not known 
(discovered) at the time of the revelation of the Qur’an; they were 
discovered hundreds of years later. The scientific InfoMiracles in the 
Qur’an are discussed in 3 chapters: 

e The creation of the Earth and the Universe, in Ch. 5, 

e The creation of Humans, in Ch. 6, and 

e The creation of Plants, Animals, and Insects, in Ch. 7. 


Prophecies. A prophecy is a piece of information predicting future 
events relative to the time of the revelation of this piece of information. 
Accurate prophecies that are proven to be true are examples of 
InfoMiracles when it is shown that they could not have come except 
from a divine source. The Qur’an contains many prophecies. These are 
examined in Ch. 8. 


Recounting past events. Another type of InfoMiracle is to recount past 
events accurately. The condition for such an act to be miraculous is that 
the person recounting the events has no record or human source that 
can provide them with the details of these events and that the only 
source of this information is through divine revelation. At the time of the 
revelation of the Qur’an, at the beginning of the seventh century, there 
were no written history books. The science of archaeology was not 
invented yet. Both Heliography, the Ancient Egyptian writing, and 
Cuneiform, the ancient Sumerian writing, were not deciphered until the 
early nineteenth century. Illiteracy was common among the Arabs at 
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that time; very few knew how to read or write. Therefore, the 
information about past events reported in the Qur’an, which were 
proven later to be accurate, are clear examples of InfoMiracles. They are 
discussed in Ch. 9. 


Legislation. Legislation is a law or set of laws that aim at organizing 
society and protecting its citizens. In a secular society, legislations are 
usually developed by specialized committees that are constituted of 
highly intellectual people with diverse specializations. These laws may 
be enacted if they are supported by the majority of the citizens if and 
when they believe that these legislations are beneficial to them and/or 
to their society. Legislations may be affirmed, modified, or replaced 
depending on their confirmed benefits and people’s satisfaction with 
them. The Qur’an contains many sociological, economical, and political 
legislations. Over the hundreds of years that followed, these legislations 
were proven to be superior to any man-made ones. This class of 
InfoMiracles is discussed in Ch. 10. 


Philosophy & Psychology of Religion. Not only should a scripture 
contain God’s message to people, but it should also address issues 
related to how to persuade people to accept the message. In other 
words, the scripture should address issues related to the philosophy and 
psychology of religion, how beliefs are formed in people, and what 
factors make people choose a certain religion versus another. These 
issues, and much more, are discussed in Ch. 11. 


Literary InfoMiracles. The topic of literacy miracles in the Qur’an has 
been widely addressed by those studying the miracles of the Qur’an. 
Hundreds of books, mostly in Arabic, were written about the subject. 
There are many verses in the Qur’an that challenge the unbelievers, or 
anyone, to produce ten or even one Surah like the Surahs of the Qur’an. 
One of the reasons that this challenge is still standing for more than 14 
centuries is due to the miraculous nature of the Qur’an asa literary work. 
A full appreciation of the literary InfoMiracles in the Qur’an may require 
fluency in the Arabic language. Therefore, only glimpses of this topic are 
discussed in Ch. 12. 


Omission of Misinformation. A ‘misinformation’ is defined as incorrect 
or misleading information. Misinformation in a certain scripture could 
be the result of its being corrupted by widely circulated lies, myths, 
legends, or folklore. Two information sources, (A) and (B), may discuss a 
certain subject, with Source (A) being corrupted intentionally or 
unintentionally with misinformation, while Source (B) is divinely freed of 
this misinformation. In such a case, we say that Source (B) contains an 
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InfoMiracle of Omitted Misinformation (IOM). There are many cases of 
IOMs in the Qur’an, especially, when compared to what is written in 
other scriptures. The IOMs in the Qur’an are discussed in Ch. 13. 


Correction of Misinformation. Another class of InfoMiracles that deals 
with misinformation is an InfoMiracle of Correcting a Misinformation 
(ICM). When two information sources, (A) and (B), discuss a certain 
subject, with Source (A) being corrupted intentionally or unintentionally 
with misinformation resulting from widely circulated lies, myths, 
legends, or folklore, and when Source (B) divinely corrects the 
misinformation in Source (A) then we say that Source (B) contains an 
ICM. There are several verses containing ICMs in the Qur’an, especially, 
when compared to what is written in other scriptures. The ICMs in the 
Qur’an are examined in Ch. 14. 


Universal and Cosmic Laws. Universal and cosmic laws are the laws that 
govern the behavior of all humans irrespective of their race, language, 
or religion. They also address issues related to the limitation of humans 
in time, space, and knowledge. The Qur’an is a message to all of 
humanity; it is not to a specific people or race. It contains many verses 
that convey or promote universal and cosmic laws. These are examined 
in Ch. 15. 


Numerical and Statistical InfoMiracles. These are amazing facts 
resulting from the numerical and statistical analysis of the Qur’an’s 
verses. These InfoMiracles are part of the properties of the Qur’an, and 
they could have been included in the first class of InfoMiracles. It is opted 
here to put them in a separate class to give them their due exposure. 
These are examined in Ch. 16. 
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2- InfoMiracles in the Properties of the Qur’an 


2.1 A Unique Literary Genre: 


The Qur’an demonstrates a unique genre that is unmatched in other literary 
works. It contains God’s words; it is God speaking to us. It is God talking about 
Himself and His attributes, that He created the universe, human beings, and all 
life forms, and the signs around us that guide us to discover Him. He tells us about 
His prophets and messengers, the message to be conveyed to people, the 
purpose of our creation, and all the teachings that are required to regulate man’s 
life, man-to-man dealings, and man-to-God relationship. He describes to us the 
Day of Judgement; paradise and hellfire; the believers and their reward, and the 
unbelievers and their punishment in the hereafter. 


In the Qur’an, God directs his words to all humans irrespective of their race 
or color. The Qur’an is not a book to recount the history of a certain people or 
tribe. There is no glorification of the Arabs or Quraish (Muhammad’s tribe). There 
is no mention of Muhammad’s family, parents, wives, or children. 


The literary genre of the Qur’an could be called: The Divine Genre, or God- 
Talk Genre. The pronoun ‘We’ appears frequently throughout the Qur’an. We see 
phrases like: ‘We have created you ...’, ‘We have provided you ...’, ‘We have sent 
you ...’, and so forth. This style and genre are consistent throughout the entire 
Qur’an, from the first verse in Surah 1 to the last verse in Surah 114. There 
is/was/never will be a book that is like the Qur’an. 


In the following, we give a few examples to demonstrate the unique genre of 
the Qur’an. 


Verse 49:13, : : ; 
ai) 5) SUH ail Sie Sa 5S) Gy | Gla Dis G ga ASL 5 (15 983 ye SLES UY UL LT 
(13 SiLypall) { Sad tle 
Human beings, We created you all from a male and a female and made you 
into nations and tribes so that you may know one another. Verily the noblest 
of you in the sight of Allah is the most God-fearing of you. Surely Allah is All- 
Knowing, All-Aware. 


In the above verse, we see the phrase: ‘We created you ...’ It is God talking 
to us and declaring the equality of all humans and calling for peaceful coexistence. 
More on this is given in Sec. 4.1. 


Verse 2:172, ae 
(172 8 sill) {692 SG) AS oy) Ay SN 5 SLE Le HL Gye 1S Niel Gell LI YY 
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Believers, if you are true worshippers of Allah alone, eat without hesitation 
of the good and clean things wherewith We have provided you and be 
grateful to Allah. 


Verse 33:45, ; ; 
(45 Gla) 1 5gh55 15oiee g als Aue IU) 20) Lal by 
O Prophet, We have sent you forth as a witness, a bearer of good tidings, 
and a warner. 


In fact, all the Qur’anic verses quoted in this book affirm the majestic nature 
of the Qur’an and its unique genre. Simply stated, an illiterate person like 
Muhammad could not invent a new and unique literary genre and compose the 
Qur’an. It has to be an InfoMiracle. 


2.2 Objectives of the Qur’an: 


The term ‘aS! gilall wl&’, which translates into ‘objectives of the Qur’an’, 
has been the subject of considerable interest among earlier as well as later 
Muslim scholars. Al-Ghazali (1058-1111 CE) identified six objectives; three of 
them primary, and three secondary.’ 


A) The primary objectives: 
1. To know Allah. This includes knowledge about: His essence, His 
attributes, and His actions. 
2. To describe the correct path to worship Allah and submit to Him. 
3. To describe the Hereafter; what awaits the believers and what awaits 
the unbelievers. 


B) The secondary objectives: 
4. Totell stories of Allah’s prophets and their endurance while 
propagating Allah’s message, and stories of the people who rejected 
Allah’s call and the punishment that was inflicted on them. 
5. To debate the unbelievers and expose their false reasonings. 
6. To present the ultimate way of life that leads to success in this life and 
the Hereafter. 


4 Al-Ghazali, Abu Hamid (1985) - Jawahir al-Qur’an GLa balsa. 
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A recent scholar identified the objectives of the Qur’an along five axes:° 
1) Theology of Allah. 

2) Evidence of the existence of a Creator in the Universe. 

3) The Qur’anic stories and their objectives. 

4) Resurrection and Judgement. 

5) Education and legislation. 


It is evident from the above, that there is a great overlap between the views 
of the two scholars. In a nutshell, there is a comprehensive set of objectives of 
the Qur’an that address the whole spectrum of theology; proofs of the existence 
of Allah; morals and ethics; legislations and systems of life; and the description of 
the Hereafter. As we shall see in the rest of this book, these objectives are 
manifested robustly in the different classes of InfoMiracles in the following 
chapters. 


The Qur’an is not a history book about a certain people or nation. It does not 
concern itself with names, dates, places, or genealogies. It is interested in 
discussing ideas, concepts, beliefs, morals, ethics, and teachings. The 
comprehensiveness of the Qur’an in addressing the essential issues that affect 
the individual and society is an InfoMiracle; no human being could ever have 
written such a book. 


2.3 Single Book, Single Source: 


The Qur’an is the spoken words of Allah; thus, Allah is its source. In its written 
form, it is collected in a single book called ‘mus’haf —s—=.,’ The Qur’an addresses 
a variety of subjects and topics. Yet its style and grandeur are homogeneous and 
consistent throughout the whole book. There are no contradictions or 
inconsistencies. This proves that the Qur’an has a single author and a single divine 
source. In Verse 4:82, we read: 


(82 eluill) {1585 EGS! 4 | gad gl dil ue aie Ge GIS hg Gill Gs 8 Dl} 
Do they not ponder about the Qur'an? Had it been from any other than 
Allah, they would surely have found in it much inconsistency. (4:82). 


5 Al-Ghazali, M. (1409 H) - The Five Axes of the Holy Qur’an a2 SI! (all dest!) gla!) Dar 
Ash-Shuruq. 
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The unbelievers at the time of the Prophet (PBUH) rejected the Qur’an and 
pushed back the Prophet’s assertion that it was a revelation from Allah. They 
promoted other possible sources to the Qur’an: 

e That the Qur’an is some form of poetry composed by Muhammad 

himself, 

e =That another person(s) (a Jew or a Christian) helped Muhammad in 

composing the Qur’an, 

e = That it was the product of sorcery and black magic, or, that Muhammad 

was obsessed by the Devil or having nightmares when he was 
composing the Qur'an. 


The above verse shoots down all those claims. Had any of those claims been 
true, the Qur’an would have displayed different styles, objectives, and 
conclusions; and it would have contained many contradictions and 
inconsistencies. 


The Bible, on the other hand, has a varying number of books depending on 
the sect or denomination. The Hebrew Bible, for example, consists of 24 books. 
The number of books in the Christian Bible ranges from 66 to 81 books depending 
on the Church being Catholic, Orthodox, or Protestant. A large number (40-50) of 
authors are believed to have contributed to authoring the different books; most 
of these authors are anonymous.® 


2.4 The Challenge to Imitate the Qur’an: 


There are five verses in the Qur’an that challenge the unbelievers, or anyone 
for that matter, to produce ten surahs, or even one surah, like the surahs of the 
Qur’an. This challenge is still standing after more than 14 centuries. Here are the 
relevant verses: 


Verse 2:23, 
ABS Gl al Gy 99 Ge aSelaget | geal 5 Ale Gyo 5 pany | gl Laue (ple WSS Lae can (a8 iS Uy) 5} 
(23 * all) {Gs 
And if you be in doubt whether the Book We have sent down to Our Servant 
is from Us or not, then produce, at least, one Surah like this. You may call all 
your associates to assist you and avail yourselves of the help of anyone 
other than Allah. If you are genuine in your doubt, do this. 


6 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical canon 
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Verse 10:38, 

(38 Wigs) {Gales AS 6) dil gy 59 Ce phebiasl ya | goal 5 ale 8.5 quay | gl 8 81 Sal Gol is ol 
Do they say that the Messenger has himself composed the Qur'an? Say: 'In 
that case bring forth just one Surah like it and call on all whom you can, 
except Allah, to help you if you are truthful. 


Verse 11:13, ; 
{.Cobolee oS of dl oy 99 Gye pia btbal cya yoo Sy Siie aie gh tina | ld U8 61 sll & ol ol} 
(13 25) 
Do they say: 'He has invented this Book himself?' Say: 'If that is so, bring ten 
Surahs the like of it of your composition, and call upon all (the deities) you 
can other than Allah to your help. Do so if you are truthful.’ 


Verse 17:88, 
ard agian OS 5lj abe: G sil Y gl yall 1s Shy 1 ob We Sally Gai! cumaial yl Ui} 
(88 el wl) {15aeb 
Say: ‘Surely, if mankind and jinn were to get together to produce the like of 
this Qur'an, they will never be able to produce the like of it, howsoever they 
might help one another.’ 


The above verse contains an awesome challenge; the challenge is not open 
to humans only, it is open to every creature, visible or invisible, human or jinn. It 
is an absolute statement; NOBODY, ever, can produce the like of the Qur’an. 


And Verse 52:34. 
(34 shall) {.Gpdalee | gil G) abe Guaes | silts} 
(If they are truthful in this), then let them produce a discourse of similar 
splendor. 


The fact that nobody was able to meet this challenge to imitate the Qur’an is 
a definite InfoMiracle. 


2.5 Transmission in Its Original Language - No Translations: 


The language of the Qur’an is Arabic. It should be read and recited in Arabic. 
There are many translations of the meanings of the Qur’an in different languages, 
but these are not considered ‘translated Qur’an’, they are merely translations of 
the meanings of the Qur’an. What is meant by this is that when a Muslim recites 
the Qur’an in his prayers, he/she must recite it in Arabic, otherwise his prayers 
are not acceptable. Even a non-Arabic-speaking Muslim, he/she must memorize 
several surahs and verses from the Qur’an in Arabic to recite them in his prayers. 
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The Arabic language in which the Qur’an was revealed more than 1400 years 
ago is the same Arabic language that is in use today. Therefore, unlike the Bible, 
the Qur’an never suffered from the alterations and corruptions associated with 
translating a text that was revealed in an old extinct language to an intermediate 
language and then more translation(s) from the intermediate language(s) to 
modern languages. 


2.6 Stability of the Arabic Language: 


Human languages evolve and change continuously. In general, languages 
may experience major changes every 400 years on average. The English language, 
for example, sustained four major developments over 1,600 years. 


Old English or Anglo-Saxon was developed from a set of West Germanic 
dialects and was in use between 550-1066 AD. Old English is essentially a distinct 
language from Modern English and is impossible for 215*-century English speakers 
to understand. From the 8" to the 12" century, Old English gradually transformed 
into Middle English which incorporated many Norse and French features. Then, 
around 1500, Middle English started to evolve into early Modern English and was 
in full use for more than 200 years. Finally, towards the end of the 18" century, 
Modern English, as we know it today, came into usage.’ 


The Qur’an was revealed in the early 7° century in what is known today as 
Classical Arabic. It was the language of Quraish, the tribe of Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH). From the beginning, the Qur’an was memorized and transmitted in the 
original language in which it was revealed, Classical Arabic. Every Muslim, even if 
he/she speaks another language or another dialect of the Arabic language, has to 
learn Classical Arabic to recite the Qur’an and properly perform the prayers, 
salah. |n other words, for an Arab or non-Arab Muslim, learning Classical Arabic 
is an essential duty to practice Islam. 


Classical Arabic has displayed unmatched stability for the entire period since 
the revelation of the Qur’an. The same vocabulary and grammar that were in use 
1400 years ago are still in use today. It is the official language in government, 
education, and news media in many Arabic countries. 


Several verses of the Qur’an describe the Qur’an as: ‘cae ye Olu!’ (clear 
Arabic), or ‘¢9¢ 64 >= Le’ (Arabic free of crookedness.) These verses indicate 


7 See for example: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_ language 
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that Classical Arabic is (and will remain) a stable language that will not suffer any 
deterioration or ambiguities. 


Verse 16:103, ; 
Small) {.55ure G5 Ghul 1s 5 eased uf) G saad gill Glad 5:89 Ath Lall & ol 9) ail aed wal} 
(103 
Surely We know well that they say about you: "It is only a human being who 
teaches him," (notwithstanding) that he whom they maliciously hint at is of 
foreign tongue, while this (Qur'an) is plain Arabic speech. 


Verse 26:195, 
(195 ¢lpaatll) {oa 295 Gul} 
(a revelation) in clear Arabic language. 


Verse 39:28, : 
(28 945) {.5 si abled ¢ 5e Gh bt ave UL 
It is an Arabic Qur'an free of all crookedness so that they may guard against 
their evil end. 


2.7 Memorizing the Qur’an by Heart: 


The practice of memorizing the Qur’an by heart is perhaps the most 
important factor that ensured the preservation of the Qur’an. The Arabic 
alphabet does not contain any vowels. In standard Arabic, vowelization is done 
using special signs (diacritics) that are put above or below the consonant 
characters. 


When the Quran was being revealed to the Prophet (PBUH), the Arabic 
alphabet used to be written without dots or diacritics. Both were added 
successively during later periods. In Arabic writing, the same base glyph can 
represent multiple letters and the same word without vowels can represent 
multiple semantics. Without dots or diacritics, written Arabic could cause great 
confusion to the reader who is reading the text for the first time without prior 
knowledge about its context. To demonstrate this problem, consider Verse 6:14 
which contains the following attributes of Allah: 

(14 els) (.., Sebi V5 dab) gay} 

“.. He Who feeds and Himself is not fed [does not need food] ...” 


The above verse contains the verb ‘a’ repeated twice. Without diacritics 
that indicate its vowelization, this verb could have different meanings: 

1. If it has these diacritics: ‘anbay yut’im, it means ‘to feed (someone.)’ 

2. If it has these diacritics: ‘aahay yut’am, it means ‘to be fed.’ 

3. If it has these diacritics: ‘a#4Y yuta’im, it means ‘to vaccinate.’ 

4. |f it has these diacritics: ‘ae4Y yuta’am, it means ‘to be vaccinated.’ 
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Without diacritics, the above verse would be written as follows: 
{... rb Vs arly a5... } 
and, for someone who does not know the context of the verse, each one of the 
two verbs could have any of the four meanings described above. 


‘ we 


Furthermore, Arabic used to be written without dots. So, letters like: ‘’, ‘ 
and ‘¢’, for example, were used to be all written as: ‘ce’ and they were 
distinguished from each other in their usage via the context of the phrase. 


The reading difficulties caused by the lack of dots and vowels led to the 
invention of diacritical signs to facilitate reading.® These diacritics were invented 
and introduced over two stages: the first system was developed by Abu al-Aswad 
al-Du’ali and was introduced around the year 40 H (660 CE.)? The second system, 
which is currently in use, was developed and introduced by Al-Khalil ibn Anmad 
al-Farahidi in the period 750-760 CE.?° 


It is evident from the above, that the diacritics systems in Arabic writing were 
first introduced more than 30 years after the time of the Prophet (PBUH.) Hence, 
the memorization of the Qur’an by heart was probably the most important factor 
that preserved the Qur’an in the exact way it should be recited as was revealed 
to the Prophet (PBUH.) 


Islamic teachings encourage the memorization of the Qur’an. Those who 
memorize the whole Qur’an by heart, called hafizoon (pl.) (hafiz, sing.), are 
promised the highest places in Paradise. 


As the Qur’an was being revealed to the Prophet (PBUH), the Companions of 
the Prophet used to immediately memorize what was revealed of the Qur’an. 
Although over the first 13 years of the Prophet’s mission, only a limited number 
of the people of Makkah followed him (several hundred), toward the end of his 
mission, Islam prevailed over the Arabic Peninsula, and the number of 
Companions was estimated to be over 100,000 Muslims. So, one can estimate the 
number of hafizoon by the time of the death of the Prophet (in 632 CE) to be 
around several thousand. 


8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic diacritics 


° https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abu_al-Aswad_al-Du%27ali 


10 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad_al-Farahidi 


The practice of memorizing the Qur’an by heart has been going on from the 
time of the Prophet till this day. Nowadays, in all Muslim countries (and even in 
the Muslim communities in non-Muslim countries) you can find mosques or 
schools that offer programs for memorization of the Qur’an. These can be 
intensive programs where the student can memorize the whole Qur’an in six 
months or regular programs where he/she can do it in 2-3 years. Nowadays, the 
number of hafizoon all over the world is in the tens of millions.1? 


2.8 Certification of the Hafizoon: 


Any Muslim who memorizes the whole Qur’an can become a hafiz to gain the 
reward associated with this endeavor. However, for a hafiz to be recognized as a 
Master Hafiz (Shaikh Hafiz), he must obtain a certification, called Ijaza, that 
attests to his proficiency in the memorization of the Qur’an. 


Iljazah is a certificate that confirms the proficiency of its holder in reciting the 
Quran from memory with Tajweed as the Qur’an was recited at the time of the 
Prophet (PBUH). The purpose of Ijazah is to establish the narration of the Quran 
through a chain of authorized transmitters going back to Prophet Mohammad 
(PBUH). In other words, an /Ijazah is a symbol of merit from a qualified teacher to 
his student of being able to recite the Qur’an without mistakes and the eligibility 
to grant others /Ijazah after evaluation of their recitation. This tradition makes it 
possible to transmit the Quran in its authenticity to future generations as it was 
revealed to the Prophet (PBUH). 


Only a certified Master hafiz who himself has an /jaza can grant an Ijaza toa 
new hafiz. There are special religious schools to prepare and graduate a certified 
hafiz. In such schools, the student learns the Qur’an from a certified Master 
Teacher (Shaikh), who acquired his knowledge from a certified Master Teacher, 
... in.an ‘unbroken chain’ going all the way back to a Master Teacher from the 
Companions of the Prophet. After mastery is achieved and the recitation checked 
for zero errors, the student is granted the Ijaza that he/she has mastered the 
memorization of the whole Qur’an by heart, that he/she was precise in following 
the rules of recitation (Tajweed) and is qualified to teach the Qur’an to other 
people. 


11 There are more than 7 million hafizoon in Pakistan (pop. 226 million). Other countries, 
like Libya, Morocco, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia, each boasts that it has more than 1 million 
hafizoon. Other countries are also known to have large numbers of hafizoon includes 
Mauritania, Sudan, and Indonesia. See for example: 
https://www.almnsa.com/post/146750 
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Figure 2.1 shows an /jaza that was granted by the Master hafiz Anamad 
Abdul-Aziz Al-Zayat to his student Mishari Al-Afasy (a famous Kuwaiti Imam) to 
certify him as a Master hafiz.’” The Ijaza was issued in 2003, and it lists the names 
of all the 33 preceding Master hafizs in an unbroken chain that goes back to the 
Companions of the Prophet (PBUH). 


The proficiency in memorizing the Qur’an could weaken easily if the 
recitation of the Qur’an is not practiced continuously. Hence, a hafiz often seeks 
several Ijazas from the same Master hafiz or different Master hafizs throughout 
his active life. This practice is to attest that he has not lost his proficiency in the 
memorization of the Qur’an. This system of memorization by heart and the 
certification of the hafizoon is unique to the Qur’an; no other scripture enjoys 
such a system. 


2 https://misharialafasy.net/about-us 
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Fig. 2.1: An Ijaza Granted by Al-Zayat to Al-Afasy. 
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2.9 The Early Grand Master Hafizoon: 


Whereas other scriptures were penned by mostly anonymous authors and 
written by anonymous scribes, the Qur’an was preserved and transmitted after 
the death of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) by the Master hafizoon from among his 
Companions. Their names, lives, and characters were well documented in the 
early Islamic bibliographical writings. 


Towards the end of Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) mission, there were 
probably thousands of hafizoon: men, women, and children. The Qur’an scholars, 
however, identify 23 persons from the Prophet’s Companions as Grand Masters 
(Top Level) of the hafizoon who were teachers to others, and certifiers of their 
proficiencies.‘* Those 23 hafizs were further divided into two groups as follows: 


(A) This group was composed of seven Grand Master hafizoon who were certified 
by the Prophet (PBUH) himself. This group was called THE SEVEN, and it included: 


2S 62 «atl Obai bin Ka’b (d. 19 H). 

ela all si Abu Ad-Darda’ (d. 32 H). 

2 pruue (y ll se Abdullah bin Mas’ud (d. 32 H). 
ole Cy Gleic Othman bin Affan (d. 35 H). 

lls Gel G2 cle Ali bin Abi Talib (d. 40 H). 

6 28)! (252 5:1 Abu Musa Al-Ash’ari (d. 44 H). 
G6 (45 Zaid bin Thabit (d. 45 H). 


BY UY G2 


Furthermore, in Group (A) above, the subgroup of: Ali bin Abi Talib, Othman 
bin Affan, Abdullah bin Mas’ud, Zaid bin Thabit, and Obai bin Ka’b was called 
THE FIVE. They were among the official scribes of the Qur’an, and they were 
active in certifying other hafizoon from among the Companions and from 
among those who followed them (Tabi’een.)“ 


(B) This group was composed of 16 Master hafizoon; each one was certified by 
one or more of the Grand Master hafizoon in Group (A) above. It included: 


1. Gall 5% 5) Abu Bakr As-Siddig (d. 13 H). 
2. das o: es Muath bin Jabal (d. 18 H). 


13 See for example: As-Sayyoti (1402H) - Levels of the Hafizoon (24a!) “1ab), 
14 The Tabi’een are the generation of Muslims who did not witness the Prophet, but 
witnessed at least one of the Companions. 
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3. Gall Gs jae Omar bin Al-Khattab (d. 23 H). 

4, Got) 53 si Abu Thar Al-Ghifari (d. 32 H). 

5. eds Gp all ae Abdullah bin Salam (d. 43 H). 

6. eal G2 Ge Imran bin al-Husain (d. 52 H). 
7. Galas coil Gp es Sa’ad bin Abi Waqaas (d. 55 H). 
8. Se cei Ga kile Aishah bint Abu Bakr (d. 57 H). 
9. 48 =| Abu Hurairah (d. 58 H). 

10. le G2 4sk Ogbah bin ‘Amir (d. 58 H). 

11. Gabel! os se Gall ue Abdullah bin Amr bin Al-‘As (d. 65 H). 
12. cske (atl uc Abdullah bin Abbas (d. 68 H). 

13. xe cp atl ue Abdullah bin Omar (d. 74 H). 

14. Goasll axe si Abu Saeed Al-Khudri (d. 74 H). 
15. ll ae Gy le Jaber bin Abdullah (d. 78 H). 

16. cllls G2 Gail Anas bin Malik (d. 93 H). 


Figure 2.2 shows the 23 early Master hafizoon from among the Prophet’s 
Companions and their distribution between Group (A) and Group (B). The Seven 
are shown inside the inner rectangle with The Five shown in a different 
background color. A detailed biography of each one of the 23 Master hafizoon is 
documented in many sources.” It describes the hafiz’s life, youth, education, 
teachers, students, level of proficiency in the Qur’an and related sciences, and 
testimonials of his character. The early Master hafizoon from the Companions 
were at the top of a pyramid. They were teachers to those who followed them. 
The numbers of certified hafizoon from the generations that followed grew to 
become in the hundreds, and then in the thousands. The early transmission of 
the Qur’an by a large group of highly reputable Grand hafizoon ensured an 
unparalleled authenticity level of the Qur’an. No other scripture enjoys such a 
unique feature. 


15 Several bibliographical references are available in Arabic such as: 
us 8 ¢ Glial) Sli - (01402) ch gull bec 5 Glib! le USN el yall 4a 22 (21416) 20 
On) secall agils 9 piel! el pall aati - (81435) 
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Fig. 2.2: The Early Master Hafizoon. 


2.10 Allah Preserves the Qur’an: 


The Qur’an is perhaps the only scripture that enjoys protection from Allah 
Himself. There are two verses in the Qur’an in which Allah promises to guard the 
Qur’an against any corruption or falsification. 


Verse 15:9, 
(9 spall) {G shila Al Us 58a) 5s Sa Uy 
As for the Admonition, indeed it is We Who have revealed it and it is indeed 
We Who are its guardians. 


And Verse 41:42, 
(42 Clad) {aed aSo ye D258 alld Ge V5 UG Ot Oe OBL ash Y} 
No falsehood can ever attain to it openly, and neither in a stealthy manner, 
[since it is] bestowed from on high by One who is truly wise, ever to be 
praised. (A) 


2.11 An Unlettered Prophet: 


Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was illiterate; he could not read nor write. It 
was the Wisdom of Allah to choose an illiterate to carry the message to people; it 
was to suppress any claim that Muhammad himself was the source and author of 
the Qur’an. We find this fact mentioned and affirmed in several verses in the 
Qur’an. 
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Verses 7:157-158, 
Cay ally ab’ Jabs ast g al sill (8 aba Ui pie M5 pans sall Gal lll J pat G 9a Gell 
CLS All INE 5 ob jaa! atic Gia} SOLAN Agile ADRs SUSHI Ast Dads Siall ge ables 
bd (157) G sali gh Sli das Oh gill 5 si |p 5 bp suey 85 13 9 4p | tal Gytlld agate 
| gield Casey aad 58 SY) Al) Yn 15 a Lh ls AL sll es. a) ges’ coi) Gatll Leal 

(158-157 calc YN) {.(158) Cg igd Slad 8 gal 5 adLAlS 5 ally yo 94 (oll cau Cesill 4) pun 95 aly 
157. Those who shall follow the [last] Apostle, the unlettered Prophet whom 
they shall find described in the Torah that is with them, and [later on] in the 
Gospel: [the Prophet] who will enjoin upon them the doing of what is right 
and forbid them the doing of what is wrong, and make lawful to them the 
good things of life and forbid them the bad things, and lift from them their 
burdens and the shackles that were upon them [aforetime]. Those, 
therefore, who shall believe in him, and honor him, and succor him, and 
follow the light that has been bestowed from on high through him — it is 
they that shall attain to a happy state. 
158. Say [0 Muhammad]: ‘O mankind! Verily, |am an apostle of God to all 
of you, [sent by Him] unto whom the dominion over the heavens and the 
earth belongs! There is no deity save Him; He [alone] grants life and deals 
death!’ Believe, then, in God and His Apostle — the unlettered Prophet who 
believes in God and His words — and follow him, so that you might find 
guidance! 


In the above two verses, we find the sentence ‘unlettered prophet’ repeated 
twice for emphasis. Next, Verse 29:48 tells us explicitly that the Prophet could not 
read nor write. ; 

(48 <2 gSiall) {6 glbavall GUY 13) lined: AL35 V5 AUS ye Abb ye ghd Gus Leg} 

(O Prophet), you did not recite any Book before, nor did you write it down 

with your hand; for then the votaries of falsehood would have had a cause 

for doubt. 


The fact that Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was an illiterate is a major 
InfoMiracle. It eliminated any possibility that Muhammad himself was the source 
or author of the Qur’an, or that he was repeating some information that he had 
read in other books or scriptures. 


2.12 Direct Transfer to the Prophet’s Memory: 


There are several verses in the Qur’an that tell us that the revelation of the 
Qur’an was not only via words through the Prophet’s hearing, but it included the 
direct storage of the revealed verses along with their meanings in the Prophet’s 
consciousness or internal permanent memory. 


Verse 2:97, aA ie 
(97 Saal) {atl ily AS (pe A053 Ala Oy pad | Ge GIS Gy Us} 
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Say to them, "Whoever is enemy to Gabriel, should understand that he has, 
by Allah's command, revealed to your heart the Qur'an... (2:97). 


Verses 26:193-194, 
(194-193 ©) acl) {.(194) Ge pdvall Goo G sSHl Gals le (193) Cue) & 9 4s D3} 
193. Which the truthful spirit has carried down 
194. To your heart that you might become one of those who warn (others 
on behalf of Allah). 


The above verses say that Gabriel revealed (carried down) the Qur’an to the 
Prophet’s heart. ‘Heart’ here means ‘consciousness’ or ‘permanent memory’; and 
the verses tell us that Gabriel imparted the Qur’an to the Prophet’s consciousness 
or internal knowledge base. 


Verses 75:16-19. 
Lise G 25 (18) 458 aSld sul 8 14 (17) Ail dy Anes Lisle G) (16) 42 Deed did 4) 585 Y} 
(19-16 4sLall) {.(19) ils 

16. (O Prophet), do not stir your tongue hastily (to commit the Revelation to 
memory). 
17. Surely it is for Us to have you commit it to memory and to recite it. 
18. And so when We recite it, follow its recitation attentively. 
19. Then it will be for Us to explain it. 


In the above verses, Allah informs His Prophet that he does not need to 
repeat reciting the verses hastily to memorize them; Allah will take care of 
imparting the verses, along with their meanings, to be permanently stored in his 
consciousness. This fact is further affirmed by a hadith in the Sunnah narrated by 
Ibn Abbas:7® 


“Regarding His (Allah's) Statement: ‘Move not your tongue concerning (the 
Qur'an) to make haste therewith.' (75.16) And whenever Gabriel descended 
to Allah's Messenger (PBUH) with the Divine Inspiration, Allah's Messenger 
(PBUH) used to move his tongue and lips, and that used to be hard for him, 
and one could easily recognize that he was being inspired Divinely. So, Allah 
revealed the Verse which occurs in the Surah starting with "I do swear by the 
Day of Resurrection.' (75.1) i.e., 'Move not your tongue concerning (the 
Qur'an) to make haste then with. It is for Us to collect it (in your mind) (O 
Muhammad) and give you the ability to recite it 'by heart.' (75.16-17) which 


16 Sqhih al-Bukhari # 5044. 
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means: It is for us to collect it (in your mind) and give you the ability to recite 
it by heart. And when We have recited it to you (OQ Muhammad) through 
Gabriel then follow its recital. Verse (75.18) means: 'When We reveal it (the 
Qur'an) to you, listen to it.' for then: It is for Us to explain it and make it clear 
to you' (75.19) i.e. It is up to Us to explain it through your tongue. So, when 
Gabriel came to him, Allah's Messenger (PBUH) would listen to him 
attentively, and as soon as Gabriel left, he would recite the Revelations, as 
Allah had promised him.” 
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The book is available at: 


https://books2read.com/u/4jg0kl 
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